STATE OF MICHIGAN - District Court-50th J udicial District

70 North Saginaw, Pontiac, Michigan 48342
(248) 758-3800

Lynette M. Ward
Court Administrator

Honorable Cynthia Thomas Walker, Chief Judge
Honorable Preston G. Thomas, Chief Judge ProTempore
Honorable Michael C. Martinez, District Judge
Honorable Ronda Fowlkes Gross, District Judge

November 14, 2013
OPPOSITION TO SB 653

Representative Kevin Cotter, Chair
House Judiciary Committee
Anderson House Office Building
124 North Capitol Avenue
Lansing, MI 48909-7514

Dear Representative Cotter:

The 50" District Court opposes SB 653 as written, specifically Section 8(C)inits entirety, which
would reduce the number of 50t District Court Judges to 2 by attrition.

and the Legislature adopted this recommendation. Exhibits A&B reflect the impact of Oakland
County Sheriff Department law enforcement on 50" District Court.



been identified as one of the 4 most violent cities in Michigan. Additional law enforcement
means more arrests, which results in more criminal prosecutions. 50" District Court’s felony
caseload is already reflective of the enhanced enforcement and despite our effective use of pre-
exam conferences for the last several years, a large number of our felony cases proceed to
preliminary exam.

Pontiac’s Mayor and City Council oppose a further judicial reduction at 50™ District Court.
Exhibit G The city is recovering from years of decline and emergency financial management,
progress is finally visible and the court is working cooperatively to avoid unnecessary strain on
limited city resources. The new city Finance Director is already proposing a new program for
income tax enforcement that will add more than 1000 criminal cases within the first year.

Exhibit H.

Given that some of the newly proposed judicial additions in SB 653 will take place years into the
future, there is no reason to recommend an additional reduction at 50% District Court at this time;
particularly where the State Court Administrative Office has not recommended it and the
increasing criminal caseload does not warrant it.

The 50" District Court opposes SB 653 as written and urges that Section 8(C) of the bill be
deleted, or in the alternative, that action on the bill be delayed to allow an opportunity for more
deliberate and careful consideration of the negative impact, and to allow meaningful input from
law enforcement, judges, litigants, lawyers and the public we serve.

Sincerely,

ON W ather

Cynthia Thomas Walker
Chief Judge — 50™ District Court

Attachments
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48th District Birmingham and West Bloomfield Twp.

Current Judgeships
[ 3 District

Judicial Resources Recommendation: Judicial Excess of 0.7 District Judges. The report
recommends removing one judgeship by attrition.

The bill would eliminate one District judgeship.

QOutside Date of Judgeship Removal:; 2033

50th District City of Pontiac

Current Judgeships
[ 4 District ]

Judicial Resources Recommendation: Judicial Excess of 1.8 District Judges. The report
recommends removing two judgeships by attrition. However, based on additional data showing
an increased caseload since the Oakland County Sheriff's Department took over the Pontiac
Police Department, SCAO revised the recommendation to remove just one judgeship.

Proposal: Eliminate one District judgeship.

Qutside Dates of Elimination: 2023

HB 5104
18th Circuit,
74th District Bay County
Current Judgeships
| 3 Circuit | 1 Probate | 3 District ]

Judicial Resources Recommendation: Judicial Excess of 0.7 Probate/Circuit judges and 1.0
District Judges. The report recommends removing two judgeships by attrition.

The bill would eliminate one Circuit judgeship and one District judgeship.

Outside Date of Judgeship Removal: 2021 for Circuit, 2029 for District

Analysis available at http://www.legislature.mi.gov Judge Consolidation/Elimination Page 12 of 21

EXHIBIT B
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City of Pontiac

Pontiac City Council Resolution

Whereas, The Michigan Senate adopted and passed Senate Bill 653 on October 30, 2013, and send it to
the Michigan House of Representatives on that date; and

Whereas, Senate Bill 653 as passed would reduce the nimber of judgeships in the 50" District Court

-

from 3 to 2: and,

Whereas, The State Court Administrative Office issues a detailed Judicial Resources Report every other
year, resulting in recommendations for additions or elimination of judgeships;

Whereas, on June 2013 Thé Judicial Resources Department does not recommend that the number of
50" District Court Judgeships be further reduced.

Whereas, there appears to be no statistical or other reason for the number of judges at The 50" District
Court to be reduced at this time.

Now, Therefore Be, it Resolved, The Pontiac City Council, hereby opposes Michigan Senate Bill 653 as
passed and further asks for input and communication with the legislative bodies of the State of Michigan
before any such action pertaining to the 50 District Court takes place; and,

Be It Further Resolved, that the Pontiac City Council designates Patrice Waterman to be the contact
person for this Resolution.

The Pontiac City Council approved this resolution at a Regular Meeting held on November 7, 2013.
Moved by Councilperson Peitila and supported by Councilperson Carter.
Ayes: Carter, Jones, Pietila, Waterman, Watkins, G. Williams, & K. Williams.

No: None

Given under my hand this 13th day of November A.D. 2013

L ,

Fa

Sherikia L. Hawkins

City Clerk

EXHIBIT G



CITY OF PONTIAC

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE

NEVRUS P. NAZARKO, CPA
47450 Woodward Avenue
Pontiac, Michigan 48342
Telephone: (248) 758-3118
Fax: (248) 758-3188

November 13, 2013

Honorable Judge Walker,

Thank you for agreeing to meet and discuss the issue of delinguent income tax issue
that City of Pontiac is currently facing.

Our records indicate that the delinquent income tax accounts have been a problem
for many years dating back from the mid 1980's. Currently in our books, we have 3.9
million dollars in past due accounts fo be addressed. However, the delinquent amount
in the last eight years (2005-2012), which we have better probability to collect is $1.3

million dollars.

We would like to start a program with your court that allows the City to collect on past
delinquent accounts.

The City Income Tax Act 284 of 1964, section 141.686 as enacted by the State of
Michigan states:

“If an employer or taxpayer files a return showing the amount of tax or withholding due the city or
the department, but fails to pay the amount 1o the city or the department, the administrator or
the department is not required to issue a proposed assessment, nofice of intent to assess, or a final
assessment. The administrator or the department shall issue a 10-day demand for payment and if
no payment or satisfactory evidence of payment is made in the 10 days the administrator or the
department may recover the tax with interest and penalties in the name of the city in any court of
competent jurisdiction as other debts are recoverable, or prosecute for violation of this ordinance

under section 99, or both".

Having already exhausted the option of the 10 day demand, we would like to bring
court action to enforce the ordinance per the above provision.
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In cooperation with our law department, we are preparing to file the complaints with
your court on the past delinquent accounts and are projecting to file approximately
1000 cases within the first year, (80-100 monthly cases). The court action will be ongoing
years to come, as on average we experience anywhere from 1,000 to 1,500 of non-filers

every tax year.

Given the financial difficulties that our city is facing, this program will not only clear the
backlog of past due accounts but will bring some much needed revenue into our city

as well.

Your cooperation and help is very much appreciated.

Sincerely, \Q

Nevrus P. Nazarko






